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1. Introduction 
The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge which can be levied by local authorities on new 
development in their area. The funds provide an important tool for local authorities to use to help them 
deliver the infrastructure needed to support development in their area. 
 
The Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead (RBWM) is responsible to collect the levy as part of the 
planning process which approves new development. As one of the Parishes of the Ascot, Sunninghill & 
Sunningdale Neighbourhood Plan (NP), 25% of the amount collected from developments in the Parish is 
passed to the Parish Council. 
 
Further information and guidance is available at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-
levy 
 
As at 31 March 2024 the total CIL retained by the Parish Council was £1,471,753.34 
 
The purpose of this document to describe the Parish Council’s policy and procedures to allocate and 
manage its CIL 
 
2. Policy Aims 
The objective of the Policy is to ensure that CIL funds are allocated: 

• appropriately - in line with Government guidance 
• in an open & transparent manner, including providing an opportunity for community stakeholders to 

apply for CIL Stakeholder Grants 
• in line with the Council’s Business Plan and the Ascot, Sunninghill and Sunningdale Neighbourhood Plan. 
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3. CIL Regulations1 
The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a tool for local authorities in England and Wales to help deliver 
infrastructure to support the development of their area. CIL receipts can be used to fund a wide range of 
infrastructure including transport, schools, health and social care facilities, libraries, play areas, green spaces 
and sports facilities.  
 
The Parish Council must use the CIL receipts passed to it to support new development by funding the 
provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or anything else that is 
concerned with addressing the demands that new development places on the area. 
 
The neighbourhood portion of the levy can be spent on a wider range of things than the rest of the levy, 
provided that it meets the requirement to ‘support the development of the area’ (see regulation 59C inserted 
by the 2013 Regulations for details2). The wider definition means that the neighbourhood portion can be 
spent on things other than infrastructure provided it is concerned with addressing the demands that 
development places on the area. For example it could be used to support affordable housing. 
 
If a Parish Council does not spend its levy share within 5 years of receipt, or does not spend it on initiatives 
that support the development of the area, the charging authority may require it to repay some or all of these 
funds to the charging authority (see regulation 59E for details) 
 
4. The Parish Council's Policy 

A. All CIL projects must conform with the relevant regulations - as updated from time to time. 
B. The Parish Council is required to take account of the Neighbourhood Plan objectives when 

determining projects to be funded by CIL (The NP objectives are shown at Appendix 1 for 
reference) 

C. The Council will work closely with the Borough, Sunninghill & Ascot Parish Council and other 
adjacent Parish Councils to ensure its projects fit into a coordinated whole. 

 
       Business Plan Projects 

D. At least 80% of the Neighbourhood CIL should be spent on projects identified in the Council’s 
Business Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan. Such projects will: 
1. take account of the views of the communities in which the income was generated.  
2. demonstrate a long term and lasting benefit for its community 
3. consider the resulting infrastructure needs of long term housing growth (provided such 

infrastructure is within the remit of the Council) 
E. Any future revenue or support costs of the Council’s CIL projects should be identified during the 

approval process so that the Council can determine how they will be budgeted in the future. 
F. The Council will carefully monitor the implementation of all its CIL projects to ensure they achieve 

the expected outcomes and represent good value for money. 
 
       Stakeholder CIL Grants 

G. Up to 20% of the Neighbourhood CIL will be placed in a ‘Stakeholder Reserve Fund’. These funds 
will be available  to local stakeholders to apply for grants for projects that will support the 
development of the area. The Council will evaluate any such requests using the criteria described 
below. The Council will normally assess any grant applications twice per year. The Council’s 
decision on any grant will be final. 

 
5. Implementation 
       Business Plan / Neighbourhood Plan Projects 

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy 
2 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/982/regulation/8/made 
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A. New CIL projects will be identified during the annual update of the Business Plan and budget cycle. 
The form at Appendix 2 will be used for this purpose. The proposal will normally be sponsored by a 
Councillor. 

 
       
       Stakeholder Grants 

B. Stakeholder applications (see Form at Appendix 3) for grants from the Stakeholder Reserve Fund 
will be assessed by the Council based on the following criteria: 
1. The proposed project conforms to the CIL spending regulations 
2. The project is in line with the Council’s Business Plan 
3. The funds requested are usually only a part of the total project cost and other sources of funds 

can be demonstrated 
4. Any financial and legal risks associated with the project are identified and mitigated 
5. There is evidence of community support & benefits for the proposal 
6. Applications from membership organisations must be able to demonstrate a wider community 

benefit. New or improved facilities should be accessible to a wide range of people within the 
community  

7. Applicants may include statutory infrastructure providers including state schools, community 
groups and registered charities 

8. The facility/infrastructure will be available to Sunningdale residents 
A.  
B.  
C. Applications for grants of £5000 or less may, at the discretion of the Clerk, not be required to 

complete all off the boxes on the form at Appendix C. 
 
6. Governance 
All CIL requests will be validated and subject to due diligence by the Finance Committee before referral to 
Full Council for approval. 
 
A CIL report regarding receipts, forecasts and expenditure will be presented to Full Council in April and 
October. This is to ensure the Council does not over extend itself on projects 
 
The Parish Council’s CIL Business Plan projects will follow the Council’s project management process and be 
subject to regular review 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting will have a standing item reporting CIL projects 
 
7. Revison History 
 
First Draft presented to CIL Working Group 10th September 2024 
 
Amended version presented to Council 17 September 2024 
 
Updated version presented to Council 15 October 2024: Approved with one amendment to confirm Finance 
Committees role is to validate & scrutinize. 
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Appendix 1 
Neighbourhood Plan Objectives 

 
 Housing & the Environment 

o To protect the green and leafy appearance of our surroundings and the distinct character 
of our villages. 

o To maintain the separation between our villages, avoiding the creep of urban sprawl.  
o To preserve and enhance the character of Sunninghill village centre. 
o To meet new housing demand in a way that is sympathetic to the area, that ensures that 

the right type of housing is built in the right locations, and that a mix of housing types is 
delivered, to especially include family homes that are affordable by a wide section of the 
population. 

o To minimise the impact of development on the natural and built environment. 
o To protect the biodiversity of our area, our local wildlife and its habitat and our trees. 

 The Economy 
o To encourage and facilitate a redevelopment of the centre of Ascot and its High Street, to 

deliver a more viable, attractive shopping centre, a vibrant and successful evening 
economy and desired community facilities.  

o To sensitively develop the area around the retail centre of Sunningdale to improve its 
future economic viability and deliver additional parking capacity and community amenities. 

o To create through the planning system an environment that makes it attractive for micro, 
small and medium-sized businesses and shops to locate and flourish in the area, 

o To retain the current employment sites and provide sustainable employment opportunities 
for those who live within and outside it. 

 Community  
o To ensure all residents have easy access to community facilities and community green, 

open spaces for leisure and recreation. 
 Transport & Infrastructure 

o To seek ways of addressing the problems of traffic congestion on our roads and the lack of 
parking. 

o To ensure our roads and streets provide safer and more accessible routes, better balancing 
the needs of pedestrians, cyclists and drivers.  
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Appendix 2 
Request for CIL Funding for Business Plan/NP Projects 

 
Name of Proposer: Date: 

 
 
Project Description 

Project Title:  

Project Location:  

Description of the project:  

 
 
Project Justification 

How does the project support business 
plan objectives? 

 

How does the project comply with CIL 
Regulations? 

 

What is the legal power under which we 
can implement this project? 

 

What are the main benefits of the 
project? 

 

Who will be the beneficiaries of the 
project? 

 

Are the benefits available to all?  

Please provide evidence of community 
support for the project? 

 

 
 
Project Status 

Are there other preliminary tasks before 
the project can commence 

 

Please identify any constraints or risks?  

 
 
Project Funding 

What is the total cost of the project?  

What is the spend to date on this 
project? 

 

Please provide a breakdown of the 
costs? 
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Please provide a forecast of any income 
and operating costs that derive from the 
project after completion 

 

 
 
Delivery Timescale 

Please show the key milestones for the project  
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Appendix 3 
 

CIL Stakeholder Grant: Guidance Notes & Application Form 
 
CIL STAKEHOLDER: A GUIDE FOR APPLICANTS  

This guidance aims to provide assistance to those completing the Sunningdale Parish Council Stakeholder 
Grant Application Form. To discuss a potential project or for further guidance, please contact the Parish 
Clerk at clerk@sunningdale-pc.gov.uk  

 

WHO CAN APPLY? 

• Not for profit organisations including state schools, community groups and registered charities. 

• Applications must be received from the organisation, rather than an individual. 

• Applications from membership organisations must be able to demonstrate a wider community benefit. 
Given that CIL is public money new or improved facilities should be accessible to a wide range of people 
within the community  

 

WHAT IS NOT ELIGIBLE? 

• Projects that have been completed prior to an application being submitted 

• Ongoing operating costs for projects 

• Annual maintenance and repair 

• Projects promoting a political party 

• Projects that conflict with Council priorities and objectives 

• Any VAT that can be recovered 

 

WHAT DOES A PROJECT NEED TO DEMONSTRATE? 

In addition to meeting Government criteria for the spend the project should be able to show evidence of 
the following: 

• addressing impacts created by new development 

• wider community benefits beyond those just to the organisation submitting the application. 

• deliverability: a clear delivery plan with robust governance 

• additional resources (people or money) available from partners to complement funding 

 

COMPLETING THE FORM 

NB, If your grant application is for £5000 or less it may not be necessary to complete all the boxes on this 
form. You should discuss your application with the Clerk and take advice. 

Questions 1-3 - Applicant organisation details 

A named contact from all the organisation(s) involved will need to sign the declaration at the end of the 
form. All correspondence about the application will be sent to the main contact listed on the form. 

Questions 4-5 - Please provide information on the legal status of your organisation. The type of 
organisations that might be applying include: 
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• Community or voluntary groups 

• Community Interest Companies 

• Charities or trusts 

• Public sector organisations 

If a registered charity, please provide the registration number. You must let us know if you are able to 
reclaim VAT as the Council will not cover the costs for VAT if they can be claimed back by the applicant. 
Failing to declare the ability to re-claim VAT will void the application at any stage. 

Question 6 - Please provide the address of the project, including postcode. 

Question 7 - Please give a description of the project, including why you are seeking the funding and details 
on how it would be used and the benefits it will bring. 

Questions 8 - 12 - Indicate the amount of money you are applying for. If there are multiple elements within 
an application, please prioritise these within your form. Let us know if there are any contributions from 
third parties - i.e. other organisations or grant schemes. Please show what contribution your organisation is 
putting into the project. You need to let us know if you are applying for funding from any other body and 
you must inform us if any applications are successful whilst this bid is being considered. Please let us know 
if the organisation has previously received CIL or other funding sources from either the Royal Borough of 
Windsor & Maidenhead Borough Council or Sunningdale Parish Council. 

Questions 13 - 14 - Please highlight the pressures that the project is addressing. Letters of support from 
within the local community are well received. 

Questions 15 - 16 - You must demonstrate that the project is deliverable and is able to be started within no 
longer than twenty-four months of the funding decision. You must also explain how long- term revenue 
commitments will be met in order to show that the project is sustainable in the long term. 

Questions 17-19 - If the organisation is not in the public sector, please provide a copy of the organisation’s 
most recent audited accounts. This is to ensure that decision makers are aware of the level of unrestricted 
funds in the organisation’s reserves. This information will be treated as confidential and will only be shared 
with Sunningdale Parish Councillors for decision making purposes. If planning permission is required for the 
scheme, please provide details on what stage of the process you have reached. 

DECLARATION 

Please make sure you read the declaration carefully, sign the form and return it. Any other organisation 
that will be involved with delivery should also sign the declaration. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

Any funding will be conditional on the submission of 3 competitive quotes for the work that you are 
applying for. Where possible, please aim to have these arranged prior to submitting the application. 

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION? 

The Council will confirm receipt of your application and whether all required information has been 
received. If necessary you may be asked to provide further information. Following successful validation, 
applications will be considered at the Finance Committee and you will be able to attend to speak in support 
of your application. Applications approved by the Finance Committee will be forwarded to the Full Council 
where the final decision on whether the project is adopted for CIL funding and the level of funding to be 
disbursed will be approved. 

PAYMENT OF CIL FUNDING 
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Successful projects must be able to commence within the twenty-four months following the relevant Full 
Council meeting. Where relevant, the CIL funding will be conditional upon the applicant obtaining any 
building regulations and/or planning permission and any other consents or permissions as may be required. 

After approval of an application by a Full Council meeting, the Responsible Finance Officer will notify the 
said organisation that the application has been approved and request written confirmation that should the 
said project not occur, that the funds granted will be reimbursed to the Council. No funds will be paid over 
until such written confirmation is received. The Council will seek confirmation that the project has been 
completed per the application and to its satisfaction. You must have a bank account in the name of your 
organisation into which the Council will pay the funding. 

A claim for payment must be made in writing with evidence that the work has been completed or partially 
completed for a part claim. Evidence requested may include invoices from contractors/suppliers and/or a 
surveyor’s valuation. Payments, including stage payments, will be made as percentage of the overall costs 
up to the total grant awarded. If the final project costs is less the amount awarded may be adjusted 
accordingly. 

The CIL funding is a payment for capital expenditure and will not result in any future revenue commitment 
by Sunningdale Parish Council. Any maintenance responsibility, revenue liability or ongoing future funding 
related to the application lies with the Applicant. 

PUBLICITY 

The applicant will need to agree to publicise the support of Sunningdale Parish Council and the Council 
reserves the right to use images of the project resulting from the award of the CIL funding as part of any 
publicity material that it may wish. 

The assessment process is competitive and not all applications will be funded. There is no right of appeal 
against the decision. 

 

(Application form follows on next page)  
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CIL STAKEHOLDER GRANT - APPLICATION FORM 
1. Applicant organisation  

2. Name & position of 
main contct 

 

3. Applicant contact 
details (phone no, email 
& address) 
 

 

4. Type of organisation 
 
If a charity, please 
provide registration 
number 

 

5. Is the organisation 
able to reclaim VAT? 

 

6. Location of project  

7. Summary of the 
project proposal 

 

8. Estimated project cost  
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9. Please show in the table the amount of CIL funding being sought and any other contributions that may 
have been allocated for this scheme 

 Amount Detail 

CIL funding sought   

Any other Local Authority 
Contribution 

  

Third party contribution   

Total Cost   

 

10. Details of additional sources of funding 
available 

 

11. Why is CIL funding being sought? Please 
provide details of sources of funding 
already considered or applications made 
for funding 

 

12. Please indicate whether the 
organisation has previously received CIL or 
other funding sources from RBWM or 
Sunningdale Parish Council. If yes please, 
provide amounts and timings 

 

13. How does the project help address the 
demands of development in the area. What 
evidence is there to support this? 
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14. What evidence is there of support from 
the community? 

 

15. Proposed timelines for the project  

16. Is there a related operating cost 
associated  with the project? How will this 
be addressed? 

 

17. If the organisation is not in the pubic 
sector please provide details of the 
organisation's finances. Please include a 
copy of the most recently audited accounts, 
including unrestricted reserves. 

 

18. Do you need planning permission to 
carry out the works? 

 

19. If planning permission is required is it in 
place to carry out the works? 
 
If so please provide the application number. 
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Declaration 
 
When you have completed the application,  please sign this declaration and submit the application form 
as directed. 

To the best of my knowledge the information I have provided on this application form is correct. 
 
If Sunningdale parish Council agrees to release funds for the specified project, these funds will be used 
exclusively for the purposes described. In such an event I agree to inform Sunningdale Parish Council via 
the parish Clerk of any material changes to the proposals set out above. When requested I agree to 
provide Sunningdale parish Council with all necessary information required for the purposes of reporting 
on the progress or otherwise of the identified project. I recognise Sunningdale Parish Council's statutory 
rights as the designated provider of these CIL funds, which include provisions to reclaim unspent or 
misappropriated funds. 
 
Privacy Notice: By signing this form, the applicant agrees to Sunningdale parish Council checking all 
supplied information for the purpose of decision making. Th information on the form will be stored in 
Parish Council's filing system and summarised in the Council's accounting system for the sole purpose of 
fund processing, analysis and accounting. Information about the project may be publicised on 
Sunningdale Parish Council's website and in public material for publicity purposes. Personal data will not 
be disclosed without prior agreement of those concerned, unless required by law. For further information 
on the Council’s privacy policy, please see: 
Privacy Policy 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Organisation: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


