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Town Hall 
Maidenhead

26 February 2020

Ref: Swan Lodge, Charters Road, Sunningdale SL5 9QF – 20/00273

The Planning Committee considered this application at its meeting on 25th February 2020, and objects to this application.

Our main objection concerns the proposed treatment of the front and side boundary.

As you will see from the property history, this property has already undergone a first-floor extension, part garage conversion, rear conservatory, summerhouse in rear garden and car port under Planning Application 17/00084. 

This was approved on appeal. The grounds for the appeal concerned the building of a car port at the front of the house, in particular the effect of the car port on the character and appearance of the existing property and the wider area.  	

In his response the Inspector approved the construction of the car port and made the following comment:-

“However, because of the irregularity of the surrounding built form and layout, as well as the effective front boundary screening, I do not find that the character of the area has in any way been significantly altered or harmed as a result”.

This new application includes a new boundary treatment of a rendered wall with new access gates. 

We believe that this is at odds with the Ascot, Sunninghill and Sunningdale Neighbourhood Plan, Relevant Policies – NP/DG2 and NP/DG3.

This new boundary treatment would no longer screen the car port to the same extent as that assumed by the inspector in his ruling on Appeal.

Referring to the proposed street scene, drawing 19-J3126-106 and comparing these drawings to the current street scene, you will see the nature of the street at this point (and indeed along the entire section of Charters Road) is of evergreen hedges and fencing. 

The side view, which is all fenced currently would show a part rendered, part fenced boundary.

Side Boundary View – proposed

[image: Sketch of the side boundary ]

Side Boundary View – current

[image: Google street view photo of the front of a house and side boundary fence]






Front View - proposed

[image: Sketch of the front view of the house]


Front View – current


[image: Google street view photo of a house with a gate and hedge boundary ]


The proposed boundary treatment (rendered wall) would be completely at odds with the street scene of this section of Charters Road, as shown in the two photos below.

[image: Google street view photo of a house witha front hedge facing the road]

[image: Google street view of a house lined road]

We believe this application conflicts with the following Ascot, Sunninghill and Sunningdale Neighbourhood Plan, Relevant Policies:

· NP/DG2.2(a)	“Established building lines and arrangements of front gardens, walls, railings or hedges, where such features are important to the character and appearance of the area, and
· NP/DG3.1	 “…. Using green hedging and/or trees for highway boundaries wherever possible and in keeping with the existing streetscape ….”

Our other concern related to the removal of the garage. Although it is clear that the property still has provision for 4 cars to park on-site, we are concerned that the removal of the garage would lead to a subsequent application to convert the car port to a garage at a later date.  If this application is approved, we would request that you include a condition putting a restriction on converting the car port to a garage at a later date.

We ask you to reject this application.

Yours sincerely


Yvonne Jacklin
Chair Planning Committee
                                                    
	VAT No. 209 2279 67
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